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The question of 2022 that everyone 
was talking about …

The questions of 2023 that everyone 
was talking about …
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Last minute hints and tips to maximise the final 22 days!

Ideas to embed longer term

What can we have on the radar for year 10 etc. now

This session …
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Delivering GCSE Maths: 

Everything you need to know 

Part 1 – The Basics (4/10/23)

Part 2 – Tools and Resources (29/11/23)

Part 3 – Marking Essentials (10/01/24)

Part 4 – Teaching Methods (6/03/24)

Remember …
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Case Study Time Line
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Year 11

• Baseline assessment of 1F or H.  The ‘ideal’ F/H split.  Last call for anyone 
‘starting’ higher.

• ‘Interventions’ start ASAP.  After school revision, half term sessions, Saturday 
schools, Core PE slots etc etc

• Tutor time maths.  The ‘Aiming For’ papers work really well here.                      
Particularly the ‘Aiming for 3’ papers.

• Introduce the ‘Foundation Paper Challenges’                                                      
in the occasional lessons/revision sessions etc. (aids                                
students who will move from Higher to Foundation later).

• Full mocks (use all 3 papers, arrangement as per                                                        
end of year).  Following these, last call for anyone ‘starting’ foundation.

• Final countdown and strong parent communication now established.

• Second set of mocks (ideally 3 papers again).

**Exam aid training over the course of year 11**
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Year 11
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Exam Aid Training
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Last minute

Last minutes decisions can be down to many factors:

• Success on tiers building up to this point

• Behaviour

• Attitude

• Staffing issues

• ATTENDANCE!

etc etc
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Last minute

• Foundation paper challenges over year 11 (maybe even year 10) to aid 
movement from H to F

• Ensure Crossover content is covered by all students (HA via starters?)

• Aiming For Papers built into interventions

• Good parent communication directing what you want to be covered at 
home (Final Countdown).
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Final Countdown and parent communication
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In class now!
One/Two markers



13© Pearson Education 2024

Language of ‘crossover’ – do they know this?
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Not all questions were on both H and F, but ALL are Crossover 

topics … ResultsPlus (and Script Viewer!)
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Carrots …
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Worth knowing … frequency analysis!
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Know the papers inside out 
(share with students!)
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Multiple choice?
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Working space
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Know the mark schemes too!
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Alternate Timetable
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Spice things up …
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Exam day mornings
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After Paper 1 and 2

Again – strong parental communication
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The Maths Emporium contains a rich source of resources for GCSE Mathematics 

teachers, including: 

• shadow papers,

• Foundation Tier Themed papers and Higher Tier themed papers with 

worked solutions,

• practice sets,

• AO3 Bronze, Silver, Gold practice papers

• common question papers,

• 7 mock papers 

• past papers, mark schemes, examiner reports

Amazing Emporium

https://www.mathsemporium.com/category/gcse-mathematics/11-1ma1-linear/04-1ma1-practice-papers-questions/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE_Maths_Foundation_Tier_Themed_and_Topic_Papers_Overview_v2.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE_Maths_Higher_Tier_Themed_and_Topic_Papers_Overview_v1.pdf
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Amazing Emporium

One marker starters

Bronze Silver Gold Papers
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Amazing Emporium

Reordered Papers

Context adapted Papers

Themed Papers

Shadow Papers
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Aiming 4 Papers

Amazing Emporium
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Amazing Emporium

Re-Ordered Papers
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Some go-to’s – the power of video!
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Equipment

Questions to ask yourself …

• What calculator do they own/use in class/have in school/use in exams?  

Are they the same model?

• What type of protractor do they prefer/use in class/exams … half or full circle? 

• Do their rulers have cm and mm (are they transparent?)  30cm or 15cm?

• Can they use a pair of compasses (are they trained on how to use?)

• 2024 (??) Are they trained how to use the formula sheet/exam aid?
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Don’t forget the basics!

Foundation paper challenge!
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Case Study Time Line
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Year 9 (ish)

• First and foremost – conclude the Key Stage 3 content

• Build in familiarisation (through the teaching) of the GCSE papers, language 
and layout.

• Ensure scientific calculators (ideally the same model) are being used by all 
students in class, in assessments and at home.

• January onwards, use the One Marker starters once/twice a week.

• Look at the end of year formal assessments (ideally in exam location              
and under strict exam conditions) being a foundation paper 1 for all         
students. Some schools may consider higher for their HA. 

• Share the mark schemes with the students and expose to the process            
and the language of marking exam papers.

• Analysis … how did the students perform?                                                           
Look at the crossover questions.                                                                      
Are more ready to see higher early in year 10?

• Sets ready for year 10



38© Pearson Education 2024

Year 10

• Baseline assessment of 1F or H early in year 10.  A different series than what they sat at 
the end of year 9.  Ideally more students sitting the higher this time after analysing the 
results at the end of year 9.  The earlier the students experience the scale of the 
mountain, the better!

• As a follow up to this assessment, see if a re-ordered paper is available              and 
compare your students outcomes to these papers.

• Re-look at the sets.  Any surprises (good and bad!).

• Over the course of half term 3 and 4, complete the GCSE suite with papers 2 and 3

• End of year assessments ideally being 3 full papers from a recent sitting. Paper 1 as 
paper 1.  Paper 2 actually being the paper 3 from that sitting and then a shadow paper of 
the paper 2 for the students paper 3.  This ensures a same sitting with the element of 
surprise and rough grades can be allocated.

• Reset ready for start of year 11

• Tutor groups ready for September too if possible.

• Revision packs for over summer (practice sets/themed papers/bronze silver gold papers)
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Summer Hols/First Week back

https://edexcelonline.pearson.com/Account/Login.aspx
(or google ‘script viewer’!)

Get login details from 

your exams officer 

(you will need 

‘scripter viewer’ 

activated)

https://edexcelonline.pearson.com/Account/Login.aspx


40© Pearson Education 2024

Results Plus

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html
(Google ‘Results Plus’)

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html
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Extended Mathematics Certificate

Extended Mathematics Certificate Course Guide
Release date – February 2024

If you would like to see our specification and SAMs relating to 
the brand-new Extended Mathematics Certificate, please visit our 
website.
Extended Maths Certificate Webpage

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/level-2-extended-maths-certificate/level-2-extended-maths-certificate.html
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Get Ready to Teach EMC

Please click on the links if you are interested in registering.

Get Ready to Teach EMC 1 – Thursday 13th June
Get Ready to Teach EMC 2 – Tuesday 25th June

For more courses see our Pearson Professional Development Academy.

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/level_2_extended_maths_certificate_getting_ready_to_teach_13_06_24.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/courses/level_2_extended_maths_certificate_getting_ready_to_teach_25_06_24.html
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/
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Contact or arrange a visit: 

christian@justmaths.co.uk 

mel@justmaths.co.uk 

mailto:mel@justmaths.co.uk
mailto:mel@justmaths.co.uk
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